Linear Science in a Nutshell

The Course

The linear qualification has no modular/ unitised
examinations during the course. It is effectively
the type of end of school assessment that we will
remember from our own school years!

There is no coursework (at the moment)!
The Government wants all GCSE courses to be linear by 2014
We have chosen the AQA certificates in science because we feel it offers the

best all-round academic syllabus. It also removes any issues with the new style
ISA exams.

The Exams

Papers will still contain some short, long, diagrammatical, graphical and some
multiple choice questions.

The paper is no longer graduated in difficulty from beginning to end.

Instead individual questions are now graduated in difficulty.

What can you do?

Keep them motivated — it is a long time til the exam, but the can’t afford to lose
focus

Check they are keeping up with homework — homework roughly equates to an
extra term of teaching time over the course

Ask about their progress in assessment tests — they should complete one at least
every term

Ensure they catch up any missed work — it may be easy to get left behind

Let them know it is ok not to know — they are still learning, it is fine if they need
longer.

Ensure students make the most of extra resources (revision guides, revision
sessions, etc) — and ask if they need extra help

Read/watch/listen around the subject — It is great to test their understanding

DON'T PANIC!!!
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