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Long Term Activities:

If you wish to carry out one of these activities, you will be committing yourself to the rest of the academic year.

Extended project (AQA)

Tutor – Mrs. Bryden
This is for students who may have already taken AS Critical Thinking and who will be aiming at Oxbridge / Russell group universities.   

Students can choose a topic that either:
· extends and develops from a subject they are studying, (or plan to study) without repetition of content or 

· in which they have a personal interest (outside their main programme of study). 

The topic is agreed with a teacher, who then acts as the student’s supervisor. With the appropriate amount of guidance for that Project level, the student has to show that they can:

· plan 

· research 

· develop 

· present and, 

· review the outcome of their Project*
You will be given support, but are expected to work things out for yourself.
*A Project can be an academic essay, a production or an artefact (eg a piece of art, a computer game or a realised design)

Numbers will be limited so if you want to be considered we are asking you to write a letter to Mrs. Bryden explaining:

· What you hope to get out of the EPQ

· What you would like to research

Note, the topic should fit well with likely university courses, so think very carefully about where you are heading

AS Critical Thinking

Tutor – Ms Skeplorn

In Critical Thinking you learn how to analyse arguments and look at the quality of evidence put forward in an argument.   There are a number of reasons to take Critical Thinking. 
1. Transferable Skills

The ability to analyse the argument of a text is important for many subjects. This is particularly true when you get to university and are expected to do more independent reading and research. Critical Thinking will help you to develop the skills that you will need to make sense of difficult passages on your own, teaching you to break down arguments into their constituent parts, clarifying what evidence lends support to what conclusion. This is the first step towards critical engagement with ideas, which is often cited as the key to getting an upper second or first class degree.

Critical Thinking will also help you to clearly articulate arguments of your own. No matter what career you end up pursuing, and even outside your professional life, the ability to present a coherent and persuasive case for a position is a major asset. Whether you plan on going to university or not, being able to think well matters.

2. University Applications

If you do intend to go to university, then Critical Thinking should also strengthen your UCAS application. Increasingly, universities are finding it difficult to distinguish between candidates with strong A-level results. Although some universities don’t accept Critical Thinking when calculating UCAS points, it can still help. In fact, some universities now set their own Critical Thinking-style entrance exams to help them to identify the most suitable students for their courses.  
The LNAT test for law ask questions similar to that in Critical Thinking those who have taken this AS level are therefore at an advantage

3. Enjoyment?!

A lot of students find Critical Thinking fun. The logic puzzle side to it often appeals. Besides, pointing out what’s wrong with your friends’ or parents’ arguments can give you a wonderful feeling of smug satisfaction, which is well worth an hour a week in class.

Community Sports Leaders Award,

Tutor – Miss Erm
· This Award is a nationally recognised qualification that enables successful candidates to lead groups of people in sport/activity, under indirect supervision.

· The qualification teaches generic leadership skills such as organisation, planning, communication and teamwork through the medium of sport. It is a fun and practical qualification with no entrance requirements or final examinations to sit.

· There are 7 units of work:

1. Plan, lead and evaluate a sport/activity session

2. Developing leadership skills

3. Lead a session to improve fitness

4. Adapting sports activities

5. Establish and maintain a safe sport/activity session

6. Organise and deliver a sports event or competition

7. Pathways in sport and recreation

· You will also have to carry out 10 hours community service.
Young Enterprise

Tutors – Mr. Taylor/Ms Methley
· The ultimate enterprise experience -- mentored by a Young Enterprise Business Adviser, students set up and run their own real company.

Over the course of one year students:
· raise real finance by selling shares

· open and use their own company bank account

· carry out market research

· work together to create their business plan

· develop their own product or service

· market and promote their product or service

· trade with the public 

· manage the company finances

· take part in local Young Enterprise trade fairs

· Compete with other schools and colleges
Why take part?

A recent evaluation of YE students showed that they:

· •Identify Young Enterprise as contributing to the development of their employability skills and attitudes more than any other experience

· •Are more passionate about their jobs and satisfied with their career choices 

· •Are twice as likely to start their own business as their peers 

· •Are more successful in their careers regardless of social background 

· •Show increased social responsibility, being more likely to carry out volunteer work than their peers

· Company Programme students can sit the OCR Young Enterprise Certificates in Enterprise at Level 1, Level 2 or Level 3 (for more information see www.ocr.org.uk) 

Short courses

· As an alternative to a long course, you can opt to take 3 short courses over the year.   We shall be offering a variety of the following:
· Sport

· Political Awareness

· Gardening

· Community service

· First Aid

· Basic Food Hygiene Course

· Chinese language and culture

· Book Club

· Art appreciation

· Singing
More details will be available soon.
In the meantime, if there are other activities you would like to see, please talk to Mrs. Banks.
