IB LANGUAGE A1 (ENGLISH)
All students taking the IB course are expected to study English as part of the programme, either at Standard or Higher Level. You will need to read widely, be well organised and study both independently and in groups.
Why Study IB English?

Literature gives glimpses into many different civilizations, cultures and societies, as well as providing an opportunity to study many different styles of writing, genres of writing and interpretations of human experiences and relationships. It is useful in that it broadens cultural understanding and develops a range of analytical and communication skills.

Entry Requirements
In line with school policy for the IB course.
Higher Education and Careers
Universities will look very favourably on the skills acquired during this course: successful organisation, close analysis of a writer’s intentions, and independent, insightful comparisons of a range of writers’ literary techniques. You will also develop your powers of expression, in both oral and written communication.

Degree courses in English Literature are very popular and entry requirements are high, so many students decide to continue their study by following a combination of arts subjects. The IB is excellent preparation for this type of course, which often provides even more opportunities in future careers: publishing, the media, law, journalism, accountancy, business management and teaching.

Course Content
Higher Level:

Part 1 (Betrayal)

Medea: Euripedes (Ancient Greece)

Therese Raquin: Emile Zola (France)

Chronicle of a Death Foretold: Gabriel Garcia Marquez (South America)

Part 2 (Conflict)

Antony and Cleopatra: Shakespeare (Drama)

Return of the Native: Thomas Hardy (Fictional prose)

Shooting an Elephant: George Orwell (Non-fiction prose)

Poems: Wilfred Owen, Siegfried Sassoon, Rosenberg.

Part 3 (Family tensions in drama texts)
Philadelphia Here I come: Brian Friel (Ireland)

Mrs Warren’s Profession: George Bernard Shaw (Ireland)

A Doll’s House: Henrik Ibsen (Norway)

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof: Tennessee Williams (USA)

Part 4 (Outsiders)

Enduring Love: Ian McEwan

Cold Comfort Farm: Stella Gibbons

The Outsider: Albert Camus

Poetry: Browning, Larkin, Duffy, Plath.

Standard Level:

Candidates will study four fewer texts .Hardy and Orwell from Part 2, Shaw from Part 3 and McEwan from Part 4 will be omitted.

Assessment
External Assessment: for both Higher and Standard level candidates this will take the form of two written examinations in May of Year 13. Higher Level candidates will also complete two written coursework assignments before December of Year 13, while Standard level candidates will produce one. These assignments are 1500 words in length.
Internal Assessment: during the course all candidates will have two oral activities assessed. These marks will contribute towards the final grade.
