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GEOGRAPHY

“Geographers are often in the front line of the world’s war zones and disaster areas and enabling people to update their views of the earth and its inhabitants.”

Secretary General of the United Nations.
What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?

Geography has never, ever, been as fundamentally important as it is today. It is highly controversial. Knowledge of Geography will dictate whether or not the planet will survive the next few centuries. It’s not just about the physical landscape – it covers practically everything –politics, history, religious tensions, racial tensions, economics, and business.   It is the most relevant and up to date subject you can ever study.

Thus, to study IB Geography you simply need an interest in survival –wanting to know how our planet is changing, grasp the real facts about why, and then have a drive to develop as a critical and reflective learner. 
The nature of peoples’ working lives is changing. It is less likely that someone will spend all their life in one company or organisation. If your career path is to be varied you will need to develop transferable skills and be flexible. IB Geography fosters these qualities and provides a firm base for life-long learning.
You do not need to have taken GCSE Geography in order to study IB Geography, just a keen interest in the world around you.
Why should I take this course?

The IB Diploma is an internationally recognised qualification which puts you in a very strong position when applying for University places. It is a rigorous qualification which produces independent, critical thinking, with an appreciation of world events and a well rounded education.
What will I learn?

As part of the IB you will take two exam a paper is you are studying SL and 3 if you are studying to HL.  In addition all students complete a piece of coursework

Paper 1 - Core Theme - Patterns and Change [HL and SL Students]

There are four compulsory topics in this core theme:-

1. Population in Transition
2. Disparities in Wealth and Development
3. Patterns in Environmental Quality and Sustainability
4. Patterns in Resource Consumption


Paper 2 - Optional Themes
HL students study three options. SL students study two options.

The options we study are highlighted in red :-

A. Freshwater - Issues and Conflicts
B. Oceans and their Coastal Margins
C. Extreme Environments
D. Hazards and Disasters - Risk Assessment and Response
E. Leisure, Sport and Tourism
F. The Geography of Food and Health
G. Urban Environments

Paper 3 - HL Extension - Global Interactions

There are seven compulsory topics in the HL extension

1. Measuring Global Interactions
2. Changing Space - The Shrinking World
3. Economic Interactions and Flows
4. Environmental Change
5. Sociocultural Exchanges
6. Political Outcomes
7. Global Interactions at the Local Level
Internal Assessment

One 2500 word report
In order that you have the data to produce this you run a 3 day residential trip to Dorset linked to the oceans and their coastal margins module side of the course.
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