THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (TOK)

TOK is a compulsory element of the IB for all students and you have to pass this part of the course in order to be awarded the IB Diploma. You will be looking at a whole series of searching questions about how we acquire knowledge, how much confidence we can have in such knowledge and how conceptions of what counts as knowledge varies across cultures and social settings. You will find yourself asking some profound questions about what you think you “know” and can be certain about. 

HOW IS TOK ASSESSED?

In the second year of the course you will need to give a ten-minute presentation to your fellow students on a TOK subject of your choice. Your audience will have a chance to ask you questions about aspects of your chosen topic.

In the second year you will also have to complete a 1600 word essay on a title chosen by you from a list supplied by the IB. This will need to be completed in the same way as a traditional academic essay with full referencing.

The overall marks you are awarded will be a combination of your marks for the presentation, the essay, and the marks you achieve in your extended essay in one of your six subjects. 
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